Selecting ageappropriate transition planning assessments for promoting academic, adaptive, and vocational
capabilities.
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Postschool outcomes for youth with disabilities are typically poor across all life domains: education,
employment, and independent living. There is growing research evidence that when students are actively
involved in the transition planning, better postschool outcomes can be achieved (Shogren, Wehmeyer, Palmer,
Rifenbark, & Little, 2013). Transition planning involves goal setting, and goal setting must be informed by
assessment (Sitlington, Neubert, & Clark, 2010). Here, methods that assist youth to realistically identify
strengths, preferences, interests, and needs (SPINs) are needed.
Assessment measures should gather information on academic skills, adaptive behaviours, vocational interests,
and selfdetermination. Such assessments help students to learn about themselves, shape annual goals in
personalised learning plans, and increase motivation in learning (Kotering & Braziel, 2008). Assessments can
also assist teachers and families in identifying the supports and services at school and in the community
needed to achieve current and future goals.
This presentation will provide teachers with a matrix of transition assessment tools, with links to the
assessment tools. These tools will assist students to identify their current and future SPINs. Approaches and
assessments that are suitable for students with mild to more complex disabilities will be highlighted. Important
considerations, including the use of testing accommodations, authentic assessments, data triangulation, and
translation of results to goals will also be discussed.
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